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Nowt as queer as bigoted doctors
Reading Lisa Pritchard’s report of discrimination
in the NHS triggered memories of some personal
experiences (‘Thou shall not progress’, July 3,
2004, page 12). 

During some work experience I had arranged
before applying to medical school, I witnessed
two outrageous and upsetting incidents of
homophobia. 

On the first day of my placement, I was
shadowing a consultant who was talking to a
patient about a possible vasectomy. The patient
was a male hairdresser. Immediately after the
patient left the consultation room, the surgeon
began to make scathing comments about him,
speculating that, because of his occupation, he
might be gay. I asked myself why an allegedly
gay man might want or need a vasectomy. But
perhaps the most shocking aspect of the incident
was that the nurses present didn’t seem to think
anything of his malicious comments. 

It was almost as if, through repeated exposure,

they had become numbed to such behaviour.
I presumed it was just a one-off incident and

carried on with the rest of the placement. How
wrong I was, for just a couple of days later I
overheard similar comments. This time it was in
a different department with different staff. 

One of the juniors on the ward was discussing
a patient’s sexual orientation with another doctor
and making quite blunt (and unrepeatable)
statements about it.

Aren’t we supposed to be living in the 21st
century? I just hope for the sake of the NHS and
the public that the GMC’s Tomorrow’s Doctors
guidelines will help produce more balanced and
non-judgemental clinicians. 

In my opinion, educating medical students
about homosexuality (and, indeed, other minority
groups) is the way forward towards increased, if
not full, acceptance.

Matthew Kirkman  

First-year medical student, Newcastle University
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BMA Scottish GPs committee joint chairwoman Mary Church replies: 
The new GMS contract does make provision for GPs’ maternity leave
and improves on the old Red Book locum reimbursement provisions.
Under the old GMS contract, the full cost of employing locums was
not met. There was also no primary care organisation discretion 
to offer more than the maximum level of locum reimbursement and
no flexibility to offer reimbursement when partners and salaried 
GPs covered for each other. Under the old contract, locum
reimbursement was only available when a GP principal or a flexible
career scheme GP was on sick, maternity, paternity or other family
leave. It did not provide any reimbursement for when an assistant,
retainee or other salaried GP was on leave. In negotiating the 
new contract, we agreed the following: the amount that should be
payable to practices (this is set out in the statement of financial
entitlements); for this to be extended to all GP performers in the
practice; that there should be flexibility/PCO discretion to offer
above the normal amount; that there should be flexibility/PCO
discretion to provide payment when the practice provides internal
cover for an absent colleague. The new arrangements are clearly an
improvement on the old.

Anti-fraud NHS card? We’ve got one
An ID card to counter NHS fraud already exists (‘Backing
for ID cards to counter NHS fraud’, July 3, 2004, page 6).

Is the NHS medical card not a unique way to identify
and confirm the right of an individual to receive NHS care?
If you are not able to produce an NHS medical card, you
are not entitled to routine care on the health service. 

We are now asking all patients wishing to register at our
practice to produce their card. If it is ‘lost’, it is their
responsibility to contact the appropriate primary care trust to
ask for another. Would anyone trying to enter the UK
claiming to have lost their passport be immediately welcomed
on the assumption that they must be telling the truth?

Ian Sykes MBChB MRCGP
Rowley Regis, West Midlands

Imprisoned by NHS bed shortages
I was interested to read Gillian Beck’s comment about the
inadequacy of psychiatric care for prisoners (‘Alarm raised
about poor psychiatric care for prisoners’, July 3, 2004,
page 3). No doubt the situation varies from prison to prison,
but in my 13 years of experience as a prison psychiatrist,
the major reason why patients remain untreated is the gross
underprovision of beds in the NHS. 

Since compulsory treatment under the Mental Health Act
1983 is not permitted in prison, psychotic patients who
would benefit from treatment often have to wait for many
months before they receive it. 

Anthony Daniels MBChB MRCPsych
Birmingham

Be careful what you wish for
The BMA has been in the media spotlight demanding that
the government institute new ‘public health’ legislation.

First, it called for a ban on junk food advertising, 
then it launched a high-profile campaign to ban smoking in
public places. In neither case is there clear scientific
evidence behind these calls. Why is the BMA doing this? 
If it is an attempt to appeal to a public suspicious of doctors
and their motives, I feel strongly that this is not the right
way forward. We need to stick more tightly than ever to the
scientific principles that give us our legitimacy.

Luckily for the government, these demands are far 
from radical. In fact, they fit nicely with its obsessive
interest in regulating the electorate’s behaviour, as opposed
to making real investments in medical treatment and
research. Any more of this and I may cancel my
membership. 

Liz Frayn MBChB
Plymouth, Devon

PR
IZ

E 
LE

TT
ER

008-009_BMA_040717.qxd  20/7/04  2:36 pm  Page 9



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile ()
  /CalRGBProfile (Adobe RGB \0501998\051)
  /CalCMYKProfile (None)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


